


















































































































































































































 
              FROM THE MAYOR’S DESK  01-16-2025  

GREETINGS FELLOW CITIZENS: 

 

WE TURN 75 YEARS OLD ON JUNE 19, 2025. PLANNING FOR THIS 

MOMENTOUS EVENT WILL BEGIN TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2025. CALL 

CITY HALL AT 314-867-0076 IF YOU WANT TO ASSIST. 

 

Our city received $2,097,964.58 in funding from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). 

These funds were carefully planned and utilized to better our community. We received 

$1,048,982.29 on August 27, 2021, and another $1,048,982.29 on August 18, 2022. 

 

A significant portion of these funds has been utilized to make various improvements, 

including: 

 

- Renovating our Recreation Center 

- Purchasing three new trucks (one for the Recreation Center and two fully outfitted 

for the Public Works Department) 

- Acquiring an industrial lawn mower 

- Securing a transportation van for our seniors 

- Purchasing two fully outfitted police cars 

- Replacing three HVAC units 

- Installing signs for all parks and main entrances with electronic enhancements 

- Installing video surveillance cameras for both buildings 

- Upgrading technology equipment in the Boardroom 

- Implementing a keyless door security system for both buildings 

- Adding state-of-the-art equipment to the weight room 

- Removing several old trees from easements and parks 

- Providing administrative support for municipal employees 

 

9641 Bellefontaine Road 

Bellefontaine Neighbors, MO  63137 
Phone: Office: 314-867-0076 

Cell:    314-706-0920 
Fax:    314-867-1790 

Email:  dtatman@cityofbn.com 
  
 
               
 



The United States Treasury established specific guidelines for managing the ARPA funds, 

which included making allocations and obligations for permissible usage. Both actions 

had to be completed before the deadline of Tuesday, December 30, 2024.  

 

An allocation refers to a specific amount or portion of a resource assigned to a recipient 

for SLFRF purposes. At the same time, an obligation is defined as a contract, sub-award, 

interagency agreement, or similar transaction requiring payment. We utilized 

$1,347,841.09 of the funds for various projects but forfeited $690,123.43, which we must 

return to the United States Treasury due to the failure to meet the deadline.  

 

Additionally, $60,000 accounts for $50,000 allocated in the original 2022-2023 budget 

for our streetlight enhancement program and $10,000 for upgrading our website. Neither 

of these projects was initiated; no contract, memorandum of understanding, or resolution 

was made regarding them. This information can be found on pages 18-19 of the 2022-

2023 budget dated September 15, 2022. 

 

We made several efforts to meet the deadlines, including holding a special meeting on 

Friday, December 28, 2024, where allocating the remaining $690,123.49 was on the 

agenda. Unfortunately, four members of the Board of Aldermen left the meeting before 

we could discuss it, which led to the failure to meet the deadline. We also attempted to 

hold another special meeting on Monday, December 30, 2024, but a quorum could not be 

established. 

 

Assisting our homeowners has always been and will continue to be a top priority in my 

initiatives for the city. That's why I contacted the legislative branch at the beginning of 

my administration to propose allocating $100,000 of ARPA funds for each ward. 

Unfortunately, only three legislative branch members showed enthusiasm for this 

initiative. 

 

On Thursday, February 15th, 2024, a legislative branch member introduced an initiative: 

a proposed grant to enhance home improvement projects in the community. While this 

program held great promise for supporting local renovations and upgrades, its 

implementation hinged on receiving comprehensive backing from the detailed guidelines 

established by the United States Treasury. 

 

To thoroughly understand the discussion surrounding this initiative, I recommend 

reviewing the minutes from the Board of Aldermen meeting on the same date. 

Specifically, focus on pages 8 through 14, where critical insights about the grant were 

shared. 



According to the United States Treasury guidelines, each project proposal must include a 

clearly defined project identification and an associated budget allocation. Unfortunately, 

the requested funding was unavailable, limiting the project's potential impact. To clarify 

further the circumstances and decisions regarding this grant, please consult the minutes 

from the Board of Aldermen meeting held on Thursday, May 2nd, 2024. This meeting 

detailed the process for formally adopting the project. The final phase involved signing 

contracts or memoranda of understanding (MOU), sub-awards, interagency agreements, 

or similar transactions requiring payment to ensure accountability and the successful 

execution of the initiative didn’t occur. 

 

Our Missouri State Representative, Marlene Terry, contacted the Attorney General's 

office and called Jefferson City to explore any funding retention possibilities. The United 

States Treasury Department would have to grant an extension by changing the guidelines. 

We are cautiously optimistic that measures may be taken for us and other awardees in a 

similar situation. Representative Terry and her colleagues will explore legislation to 

prevent issues like this in the future.  

 

These funds could have been allocated and obligated under an interagency agreement, 

allowing us to invest in capital improvements for designated projects. 

 

Please refer to the handouts for more information regarding ARPA funding. Town hall 

meetings will also be held, with dates to be announced, to discuss this and other grants. 

You can also attend the monthly Mayor's Breakfasts every second Wednesday at 10:00 

AM. Call the Recreation Center at 314-867-0700 to register.  

 

This year, let's make every effort to work cohesively to Rebrand, Rebuild, and Revitalize 

“Our Great City”! 
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